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Copyright Statement

• All of the information and material inclusive of text, images, logos, product names is either 
the property of, or used with permission by Ex Libris Ltd. The information may not be 
distributed, modified, displayed, reproduced – in whole or in part – without the prior written 
permission of Ex Libris Ltd. 

• TRADEMARKS 
Ex Libris, the Ex Libris logo, Aleph, SFX, SFXIT, MetaLib, DigiTool, Verde, Primo, Voyager, 
MetaSearch, MetaIndex and other Ex Libris products and services referenced herein are
trademarks of Ex Libris, and may be registered in certain jurisdictions. All other product 
names, company names, marks and logos referenced may be trademarks of their respective 
owners. 

• DISCLAIMER 
The information contained in this document is compiled from various sources and provided on 
an "AS IS" basis for general information purposes only without any representations, 
conditions or warranties whether express or implied, including any implied warranties of 
satisfactory quality, completeness, accuracy or fitness for a particular purpose. 

• Ex Libris, its subsidiaries and related corporations ("Ex Libris Group") disclaim any and all 
liability for all use of this information, including losses, damages, claims or expenses any 
person may incur as a result of the use of this information, even if advised of the possibility 
of such loss or damage.

• © Ex Libris Ltd., 2011
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There is more than one 
way of doing things
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The Pizza of your dreams
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You can compromise one way…
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Or another…
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You can start from scratch and 
have the perfect pizza

But it will take you ages…
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Or you can start from something 
ready and extend it…
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And remember, no maintenance 
involved when making pizza…
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Software solutions are 
not very different
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You have the choice

• Buy ready-made product?

• Develop your own from scratch?

• Or anywhere in between…

• Benefit from what is already available

• Make it fit your needs, based on your mission, 
expertise, timeframe, and budget
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• Open products, developed by Ex Libris
• Tools for sharing knowledge, ideas, and code
• Communities

The Ex Libris Open-Platform 
Program: 

Ingredients and Tools
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Communities
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Communities

• Develop software for libraries

• Centered around talented individuals

• Depend on the openness of products

• Typically add a local flavor or extend product 
capability

• Often choose the open-source model and make 
code available to other libraries 
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Open Products
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The Ex Libris Philosophy

• We offer complete solutions that serve as the 
backbone of the library’s operation 

• Developed, maintained, and supported  by 
professionals

• We cannot cost-effectively satisfy all needs of all 
customers 

• Therefore…

• Our products allow for adaptation and enhancement
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What do we mean by open products? 

• Built from separate, independent software 
components, interoperable through open 
interfaces

• Integrate with existing environment, as 
entire products or subcomponents

• Allow for enhancements through locally-
developed or 3rd party code
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Open Interfaces

• APIs (Web services, X-Services, REST services)

• Deep Links

• Plug-ins

• Adapters

Whenever available, we rely on industry 
standards, specifications, and recommendations
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Tools
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Tools

• A ‘place’ for the community to find

• Comprehensive documentation

• Software development kits

• Code contributions of community members

• Communication channels

• Comments, ‘Watch’

• Listserv

• Face-to-face meetings
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November 2008, Jerusalem 13 10 5

March 2009, Chicago 14 12 3

November 2009, Jerusalem 12 12 9

February 2010, Chicago 13 12 5

November 2010, Jerusalem 15 14 8

March 2011, Chicago 13 12 2

Developer Meets Developer
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• Competition took place from November to March
• Panel of judges: 

• Marshall Breeding, Vanderbilt University 
• Sebastian Hammer, Index Data 
• Andrew MacFarlane, City University, London 
• Yohanan Spruch, Ex Libris 

• 45 new code contributions submitted
• See 

http://www.exlibrisgroup.com/category/ELympics



42

What does all this mean?
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The meaning for Ex Libris

• We are committed to

• Design principles

• Coding standards

• Comprehensive documentation

• Continuing maintenance

• Backwards compatibility

• Assistance for developers

• We use the interfaces ourselves
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The meaning for a library

• Libraries gain from 
• Working solutions from the outset
• Ongoing maintenance and support
• Research and vision

• Libraries focus on
• Providing library services

• Libraries take the lead on
• Customizing the proprietary solutions
• Adding or adjusting functionality, as required
• Easily integrating their services with other systems

Bottom line: libraries have the systems they want
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The meaning for the library community

• All community members gain

• Code contributors get the recognition they 
deserve

• Exchange of code extends the choice and 
optimizes efforts

• Collaborative projects leverage the 
capabilities of individual members



Thank You!
tamar.sadeh@exlibrisgroup.com


